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discovered a fraction of them. Only the most common of the major types are being studied. A new survey of the world's

honeybees finds that African bees, which make a variety of liquid, non-sugary honey, play a bigger role in the health of the
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world's ecosystems than once thought. The survey focused on bees from 10 of the world's regions, finding that Africans and
other bees from tropical areas have a higher number of major defensive bee venom toxins (or allergens), including

phospholipase A2, hyaluronidase, a protein called apamin, and a botulinum toxin. These toxins have been used to develop
treatments for severe allergies in humans, and bee venom (which is actually a bit of a misnomer because it comes from glands in

the bees' mouths) is currently being developed as a therapy for allergies and other problems. Bee venom can also have lethal
effects, as it paralyzes muscles and causes the bee to die, so its presence is generally a good sign that bees are healthy. The study

found that the more species of venom a bee produces, the more species of plants they tend to visit. This is known as a "trade-
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